
Together with The 
Guelph Community 
Foundation, we 
are proud to co-
lead The Home for 
Good Campaign. 
Home for Good is 

a bold call to action to solve chronic 
homelessness in our community. 

Currently, in addition to raising capital 
funds for existing and future permanent 
supportive housing projects, Home for 
Good is focused on supporting Wyndham 
House’s Welcome 2 Waterloo project.

Welcome 2 Waterloo creates 13 homes for 
young people experiencing or at risk of 
homelessness. Designed to meet diverse 
needs—including those of young parents 
and youth who have experienced domestic 
violence or human trafficking—the building 
will provide a safe place to live and the 
support, community, and foundation 
needed for long-term success.

72 existing permanent supportive housing 
units have already had a transformative 
impact. Residents who once cycled through 
shelters, hospitals, and encampments 
now have stable homes, enabling them 
to reconnect with healthcare, pursue 
education, build relationships, and actively 
contribute to their communities.

One resident of supportive housing 
shared, “Housing didn’t just give me 
a place to live. It gave me back my 
voice, my confidence, and my future.”
 

Thank you to our Home for Good 
donors who have invested in dignity, 
in health, and in a stronger community.

“I am an independent and creative 
person but being kicked out of my 
house at 17 shook my confidence 
and led me into unsafe situations 
where I felt voiceless and lost. 
Despite this, small acts of kindness 
and support kept me going. Moving 
into a group home and working 
with a social worker helped me 
rediscover my voice and potential. 
Transitional housing gave me hope, 
and opportunities like job training 
programs, transformed my life. With 
support from mentors and peers, I’ve 
grown into someone I am proud of.”

The Hammond Power Solutions Golf Tournament 
raised $35,876.24 for The Home for Good Campaign

Together, we are  
United for Good.

By the numbers   

Equity, Diversity & Inclusion (EDI)
United Way is rooted in building strong 
and inclusive communities. We strive 
to create opportunities for everyone to 
reach their full potential. However, many 
of the issues United Way works to address 
have a disproportionate impact on black, 
Indigenous, racialized, 2SLGBTQ2+, 
people with disabilities and other 
marginalized communities. 

Along with providing funding through our 
EDI focus area, organizationally we are 
taking action. Here’s a highlight of some 
of the ways we did that in 2025:

• Developed an EDI roadmap rooted 
in the experience of the staff, board 
and volunteers with an aim to 
continually work to improve how our 
organizational culture embodies EDI.

• Regularly used equitable convening 
practices such as providing food, 
ensuring accessibility of physical 
space, providing multiple ways to 
participate and offering no-low cost 
event registration.

• Provided networking, professional 
development and opportunities for 
growth for women – including  
cis, trans, non-binary, intersex  
through Women United events  
and communications.

• Participated in joint advocacy letters 
to the Premier to declare intimate 
partner violence an epidemic and 
a pre-budget submission on the 
Ontario budget with a focus on 
recommendations on Bringing 
Affordable Housing Home.

United Way is deeply rooted in the communities we serve. We support 
and strengthen local organizations that are closest to the challenges – 
and the solutions. With your help, we invest in smart, strategic ways to 
ultimately move the needle on some of our community’s most complex 
issues like poverty, food and housing insecurity and mental health.

Your generosity fuels a network of programs and services that reach more than 131,000 people 
across our community. But your impact doesn’t stop there. Through your support, United Way brings 
people and organizations together—building connections, sharing knowledge, amplifying voices, and 
strengthening the capacity of those doing critical work on the ground.

This progress doesn’t happen without you. Every donation you make helps create real, lasting change. 
When we come together—when we unite for good—we can build a stronger, more resilient community 
for everyone. We invite you to explore the impact we’ve made together in 2025. 

$1.87 million invested  
in 2025

131,000 people  
supported

$205,000 invested in  
equity programs

3,100 volunteers  
engaged

51 programs  
supported

111,000 people feel less isolated 
and more connected  

to our community

$671,000 invested in  
collective or networked 

approaches

17,000 people had  
increased access  

to nutritious food

   

 $44,289   
Raised in 2025 for 

Home for Good

Follow us on social media! 
Stay up-to-date on United Way’s impact  
and latest news:  
@unitedwaygwd

unitedwaygwd.com
For more information:  
info@unitedwaygwd.com Community Impact Report 2025

http://www.unitedwaygwd.com


All That Kids Can Be 
 
United Way provides funding to a service network of community partners who collaborate to support 
children and youth who have experienced adversities. Together, they deliver wrap-around services 
for children, youth and their families to build protection factors, mitigate the effects of adversity, and 
empower children and youth to reach their full potential. Through this network, partners share knowledge, 
collaborate and strengthen their capacity to empower children and youth to thrive today and in the future.   

•	 4,129 children and youth and 412 caregivers were supported by 23 separate programs, 
helping them to build resilience and manage the impacts of adversity. 

•	 80 children developed early language skills through play-based learning. 

•	 203 children were supported by volunteer mentors that helped them to build confidence, social 
skills, and healthy relationships. 

Total  
Investments  

$250,462

Equity,  
Diversity  &  
& Inclusion 
 
To build a thriving community, we must ensure 
that everyone has access to the supports they 
need. However, many of the issues United 
Way works to address have a disproportionate 
impact on Black, Indigenous, Racialized, 
2SLGBTQ2+, people with disabilities, and 
other marginalized communities.  We are 
committed to supporting communities where 
everyone feels like they belong and are 
valued for their unique differences.

•	 8,830 community members reported 
an increased sense of belonging and 
connectedness to their community.

•	 500 newcomer women accessed 
education and skill building workshops, 
creating opportunities for employment 
and strengthening their connection  
to community. 

•	 1,421 hours of counselling were 
provided to survivors of sexual assault, 
supporting healing and helping to build 
safer, more stable futures. 

Total  
Investments  

$435,627

From 
Poverty to 
Possibility
 
Poverty is a complex issue that touches 
almost every aspect of people’s lives. 
United Way’s poverty reduction efforts are 
designed to achieve measurable results 
which ensure families and individuals have 
the financial, social and personal assets 
they need to improve their quality of life. 

•	  Community members accessed 
nutritious, culturally appropriate and 
affordable food 60,984 times.

•	 98 individuals accessed stable, 
affordable and supportive permanent 
housing. 

•	 $1.94 Million worth of food was 
provided to community members.

Healthy  
People, Thriving 
Communities
 
A community is only as strong as the sum 
of its parts, and strong, supportive, and 
inclusive communities are vital for all of us 
to thrive. But many residents are dealing 
with complex issues that prevent them from 
building a good life. United Way partners 
with local, front-line agencies to deliver 
vital programs and services that focus on 
mental health, belonging & inclusion and 
connection to supports in our community.

•	 39,000 daily telephone calls 
were made to individuals to support 
with independent living, assist with 
strengthening social connections and 
improve well-being. 

•	 2,300 seniors were connected to the 
resources and services they need to live 
independently longer and thrive. 

•	 Over 300 neighbourhood programs 
and events were hosted, helping to 
build belonging and connection  
among neighbours.

Rural 
Communities
 
At United Way we recognize 
that the needs and issues 
that impact the communities 
we support can look 
different in rural and urban 
areas, and across distinct 
communities. Applying 
a local lens to funding in 
Wellington County and 
Dufferin County gives those 
who are closest to the issues 
the opportunity to tackle 
them in ways only they  
know how.

•	 1,800 youth accessed  
low-barrier mental health  
supports through rural  
Youth Wellness Hubs.  

•	 23,000 affordable and  
accessible rides helped rural seniors 
attend medical appointments and 
access grocery stores and pharmacies.  

•	 1,697 individuals accessed 
nutritious, culturally appropriate and  
affordable food. 

Total  
Investments  

$166,750

Total  
Investments  

$205,000

“	If it weren’t for United Way, we would not be able to provide the level of support our clients 
need or ensure that they and their families can access essential resources like food, housing 
assistance, and community programs. Many of the individuals we work with face complex 
challenges, and without the support of the United Way, those challenges would be even 
harder to overcome. Because of the support of United Way, families can put meals on the 
table and individuals can access the services they need to build more stable, hopeful futures.”


